TOWN OF LUDLOWY, EY TS
COMMISSION CWD OFFICE
St

CHAIRPERSON: CHRISTOPHER HARKING
EMAIL: Dis.CommLudiowigmail.com

TTY: {413) 583-5668
Ludiow Commission on Disability
Minutes of mesting held on
Saptember 26, 2024
Preyent: Absont:
Christopher Harkins, Chairperson Diane Shea Walton, Tregsurer
Tamars Huntlay, Vice Chairperson Tara Broanor, Mamber
Joanne Odato-Staeh, Secretary Harry Miils, Member
Jennifer Wright, Member

Beveriy Dudley, Mamber

1. Called to Orders 6:04 P.M, Role Call and Signaturc Atiendance Sheet shared.

I1. Review and Accept Minutes; Beverly Dudley motioned to accept. Jennifer Wright. sceonded. 4-0 in
favor, Joanne Odaty-Swch abswined as she was not in attendance for the August mecting.

LI Budget/Expense Sheet:

2. Joanne updated members thar the picnic table has been received ul the lwn TYPW, has boen
assemdled und 1s ready for mstaliment. Joannc will draft a dedicarion statement for Beverly
Barry and well as reach out to Jamie at the [DPW and Debbie at Whitney Park Tor a site vish,
Chrs will reach oyl W se¢ 1 B) is also micrested In being presen: for planning.

b. Duane previeusly shared that there is a lot of steps to secure options w apply sranis andror offer
schotarships ofany sort. A 5013¢ 1s needed. Joanne will contact the Mare Strange to find out if
this can be done through the town or snother commitice/comraission within the wwn. Also. if
there are parameters regarding scholarships/donarions ete. using commission funds or fynds
aenerated through events. Beverly will check 10 see i 1he Ludlow Lions Club could be a fiscal
conduil for [upds. Jen will speak with the Ludlow Senior Center as they had previously offered o
callege scholarship. [t was decided by members that a scholarshipifund raising locus will be o
address education/learning, skill developmen: andlor carcer training for voung aduis with
disabilitics.

¢. [fen shared that the Comimission received $45.00 a1 the Color Ludlow with Love as donations,
She will make sure Diane gets the funds to place in the cash box. lara had previously mentioned
contacting the Viila Rose again for a fund-ratsing event. Jen will conlact Callesn |Hennessy for
Social Emotivnal learning a1 the Middle Scheol, Joanne mentioned the option o provide a First-
Ald tralmnk or Sclf-] Di.fcn:.c training for méividuals w1th disabilities.

1 event quarterly) and Accessibilityv:
s 280 Celebration Events:
i, Tamara will rcach oul to Diane regurding on-going accessibility o the ovents scheduled.
When using the Memorial Park/gazebo site, many individuals that use assistive mobitity
devices (wheelchaini, walkers #1e.) cannot access booths on the grass. 1amara will also
rescarch if there is a solid, level. portable walkway that could be purchased by the
Commission and leaned out to groups creating fully accessible cvents in town
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V E. D b. Community Access/Education:

[ C E ‘ ._Hmc i. The Commission will hegin (w generale a listing of besinesses and venuss within the

oS Qe lerwn to contact regarding creating accessibility for individuals with disabilitics. Some

+ =0 locations discussed wena the new Mexican restaurant on East Street {Barl3urtio). and

NOV 15 A Vanishing Valley events held in their back lot. A committee will be formed to visit and

begin to cducate regarding developing and/or incrzasing acccssibi fity options. Chris will

A LUDLOW reach out 1 B Church 1o invite to 8 Commission meeting 1o discuss accessibility,

U\ﬁh Ut c. MOD Training:

. Joanne will again aticmpt to reach out to Jeff Dugan a1 MOD relsted to scheduling C AM
virtual training. 1o date, we have pol heard back. Bill Hirsh from the Massuchusells
Commission for the Blind wondered if the JAWS program instead of & Screen Reader
might be a better option for persons with visual impairments. Joanne will bring 1his up
Jellt

V. Corrgspuadenec/Old Business New Business

a. Commission Vacancy:

i Currendy there is onc vacancy. Chris has baen posting on the Ludlow Forum as weil as
the Commission Facebook page. Scveral people have expressed interest but huve not
lollowed up with attending a Commission meeting for morc information. Chris will
repost. Joanne will cantact the wwn ¢letk to update the town pase as well. Chris will
contact the Lullow Registry to scc about posting within the paper.

b. New Business:

i Town Charter: Discussion oceurred reganfing the possible effects of the chanae on the
Commission on Disabilities. Chris will reach out to James Gennette to get udditions?
clarification.

A mofion to adjourn was made by Joznne Odato-Staeb, seconded by Jennifer Wright, Vate 5-0.
Meeting sdjourned nt 7:08 p.m.

IMPORTANT CMANGE: The next mecting date: Thursday October 24, 20243, 6:00 PM Town Hall,

Room #1, in the First Floor Conference Room. November mesting will be Thursday 21, 2024,

Respectfully submitted,

Jomnoc Odato-Staeb, Secretary

Minutey aceepted ay rend:
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