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Ludiow Commission on Disability
Minutes of meeting heid on

January 23, 2025
Present: Absent:
Christopher Harkins, Chairperson Tamara Huntley, Vice Chairperson
Joanne Odato-Stasb, Secretary Dizane Shea Waiton, Treasurer

Jannifer Wright, Member
Tara Bronner, Member
Harry Milis, Member
Beverly Dudiey, Member

L. Called to Order: 6:04 P M. Rolc Call and $ignature Attendance Sheet shared.

1. Review and Accept Mingtes: 1ara Bronner motioned 1o accept, Beverly Dudley. scconded. 6- in
favor.

111 Budaeykxpense Sheet:

a. Donations to the schools: Caris shared @ thank ve eraail sect by the meddle school nersonnai
for frems dopazed to their programs. Harry shered (at they were very excited by the stema the
reeeived Tury will submit for reimbursernent funds of S50 which was approved at prior
{ommission mecting,

h. Scholarship aption:

c. Memaorial Picnic Table: Jounre will reach out @ Beverly Barry's daughters o apdate tacm on
the status and the plans to have & small dedication event when the able gots instulled

d. Fundraisimg: Turz will Iellow up with Tony atthe Vilia Rose restaurant about 4 fundraiser
dinner 1 support the potential Commission: Scholarship. Onee a date is secured, Chris will pest
071 the websiiz.

e. Communiny Access'Education/Town Qutreach:

i. Tara and Harry attended ke December Salety Commities o diseuss hanidicap parcing
signage drep-ol’ area. [he Safery Comminee is in support of the option but is secking
sorw documeniod regulation Information relatedd 0 the reyuined opening leace opening
for aceess as well as refated parking dimensions. {ara and |arry will gather the
information and ask Tumarz o visit the site Tor addibional support to resolve any
cotcerns, Jame Toma changed the current Sani-car and replaced il with o handseap
aceessibie one that is in the identified arca near to the picnic wble future placemer:,

Wi. lurther exploration regarding messurernent for the nesded areas distance and o secire
spevific cost 1o purchase portabic walkways will be discussed at the next Commission
mesting.

til. Supporting Town Accensibility:

1. Joanne and Chris shared information regarding an email received informing the
Coramission that Ludlow had reeeivixt a Municipal ADA Improvement Planning
Grant in the amount of $838.000. This cmail was gencrated by an individual




interested in securing a position 1o assist with implementing this grant. Chris
immediately reached out te 31 Church 10 get information and elarification
regarding Lthe conlenis of the grant apphcation and the imporiance of meluding the
Ludlow Commission members. Chris has not heard from BJ 1and she did nat
atlend this mecting as provicusly agreed to), Chris will reach oot again and
. include Mare Strange and James Gienette. According to the MO website (which
1925 HikR -7 A 82 l 0 administers Ihe grandy. the Monicipa! ADA Improvement Grant provides [unding
1o Muassuchusalls citics and fowns to improve accessibitity for people with
TOWNCT o disab:litics. |he site further states the funding supports updaiing 2 muricipalily s
' ; ADA Seti-l vaiuation and Transition plans and making capital improvemenis that
improve access or remove barrier in municipal programs, services and facilities.
Chris and Jnarne will contisue 10 seek additionat inlormation. Joanne witl also
rescarch prior asscssments completed during MOD CAM trabning in 2000 (Town
Latl Walx [nesughy and 2002 (Ledlow Community Center).
IV. Old Business/Correspondance:
a. MOD Training:
Lo Jownne teviewed the dates for the MOD CAM ireining and requested memeTs o provide
dates of avatlability for the tratning ASAP. Joaane wiill reach o to Massachusens
Commission for the Blind w ensuare Beverh "s abilits @ padticipaie in the rining.
Beverly may require addiione! suppen from another Commission memder to fully
participate.
b. Subcommittecs.
i. Fown Accessibifity: (lerry, lamara and Beveriy) Joanne shared the [iandicap
BarkingProwram Accessibilily documenl.
i Schoelarskips: ( Tara. Jenns . Cheis) Tara will connecet with Diare and Kathy Green 1 whe
i the president of the Friends of the Senior Center). Kathy reached our 15851689
KyuroenI54 4 sl vom . o olfer suppont and possible assistanee regarding a Mg
acholarship option
i1t Disability Commisyion Policies tJoanne, Jurny. iHene . Now MVember Procedure: Jenn
draficd and shared a possibic “Now Momber Process” owlining steps of inviting andé
SUPZRHLINE nes applicants w the Commission. Jeany spoke with Carsie Ribeieu oo
Human Resources Depariment and Mure Strange W investizne the process used by other
committecs. Carric sharcd the ferm used for rown VolunteerTntemship programs and a
Rewase of Cladrms, indemnity and Thokl Harmless Agreemeni Tur us o ase ds parl ¢ the
process. Janny asked if members would review her dratt so she can present a Tormai
rrocess tor the mex! meeting. Alter 2 guick revizw. ali members fhed (he druil presentzd
but wili Lok at it closer in order 1o Incorporate the proecss as a formal approach with
new members.
V. New Businesy:
a. Member Updates/Commission memberskip:
i. Hamrv is gelting u cochlear implant February 20 (0570 ned be ai the Februan meeting). He
shared the process through the VA and is ven excited. Jenny and Tara wili coatinue w
reach ot o him durng ihis process and will updaie other members. Members Jiscussed
helping with meals ote, while he is recuperating.
ii.  Heverlv has a new cmail adéross tha: was shared wiih other members  Joanne will updute
momber and allendance s,
iil. Joanne will reach out to Tamara w corfirm ber continued inlerest in membership and eny
support she may need 1o fully panicipate.
b, Amendment to Commission By-Laws:
i Tnaddition to incloding the New Member process, continucd discussion eccurted related
to new members having st least 6 months to 1 year experience and anendance asa
Coammission member before holding offices as well as expeciations about arendance and
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being ahée 1o offer remote amendance or meeling daies than presert a challenge 1o acosss

the public space. Joanme shared copies of the Commission's cursent By Laws for

Crembers fe roview PROT W DUXE COMMitice mecting to vote on 2oy changes. Jenny wiil

reach out to James Grenetie 1o discuss as weli.
Town Report: Tara shared that the € ommission necds o compicte the Commission” updarEtgs
the Annnat Town Repor for Febmary, With prioe support from Beverly Rarn T;r;fh;gf!* Lo
compieted this undate. She w5 drafl the repont and shere with all the Commissioh ‘Whenhire fior
fevdback, o
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A m0tion 10 adjeurn was made By Tans Bronnes, seconded by Jemmiler Wright, Vote 6-0 in Savor, Mecting
adjourred at 6:53 pm TOWN o

.

The next mecting date: Februarv 27, 2025, 6:00 PM Town Hall. Room #1. in the Fint Floor Conference

Room.

Respectfully submitted,
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Minules aceepied as read:
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