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Ludlow Commission on Disability
Minutes of mesting held on August 28, 2025

Present: Ahsent;

Christopher Harking, Chalrperson Harry Milis, Member

Joanne Odate-8taeb, Secratary Jennifer Wright, Member

Diane Shea Walton, Treasurer Tara Bronner, Vice Chalrperson

Tamara Huntiey, lember
Beverly Dudiey, Membar

I.  Called to Order: 6:03 P.M. Role Call and Signature Attendance Sheet shared.
IL. Review and Accept Minutes: Niane Shea Walton modoned to accopt. Boverly Dudley, seconded, 4-0 in favor,

Tumura Huntley abstained.

II1. Budget/Expense Sheet;

a. Budpet Status: Tamara submiiled for wimbursement for copics needed for Ludlow Health Fair
participation. Diane submitted for $50 donation in memeory to the Shriners reparding Tamara™s father.
Joanne Odato-Stash made 2 motion W purchase (Tver display holders in the amount of $100.00. Beverly
Dudley seconded. 5-0 in favor. Jomnne also suggested the purchase of a fabel maker (or mavhe the use of
spray paint) to identify recently porchased items befonging o the Town through the Commission on
Disability. Joanne will ask Tara to speak with Jamic at DPW how best to labc! items. Diane shared the
£v"26 budpet is $5,000. Joanne shared the funds for the items identified tn purchase for the poor Tseul
vear have been encumbered. hawever we are waiting on ihe warran| o be siyned belore the final order
¢an be completed. The total cost is $3.847.30. The Mats will be deliverad to the DPW for storage.
Joanne will be in touch with Jamie |'omas.

b. Fundraising: At this iimc. # appears that any fundraising will need to be projectiindividual specific.
Joannc will spcak apgain to the owner of the Taekwondo program in Ludlow as he had previously
mentioned providing an individualized smult group tosiruction related to personal safety and community
awareness.

¢. Future Purchases: (from prior month) Jenny will reach out to the schoul depariment 1o look at Tast
Street Blemnentary Special Education program with the possibility of supporting something at the
playground.

d. FY 2026 Geals: All members belivve a signilficant gout would be 1o fommalize a relationship with the
identified ADA Coordination, BJ Church. BJ has not responded to any invitation to attend a meeting and
has not had any formal involvement with the Commission. {'he members decided that a formal letter wili
go out 1o the select board members, Chris will reach out with a letter. Other poals will look Lo Incorporate
the findings to be shared by Mike Kennedy and James Mazik once they complete their ADA access
asscssment for Ludlow

e. Riverwalk Bench: Tamara will reach out to find owt when the additional benehes will be installed. From
the prior mecting, Jen is waiting 1o hear back {tom the Springfield Water Dept reparding confirmation as
0 when additonal benches will be available at the Ludlow Reservoir.




V. Qld Busincss/Coryespondenge:
a. MOD Training: - - —
i. Beverly and I'amara are scheduled for the Sapr 18 and 23% sescions. Inanng )\R] ;Q&L%EJ
10 access 1he training on-tine. R A A
b. Subcomumittees:
L Town Accessibility: {|larry, I'amara and Beverly) 05 00T 20 A €& 23
1. Whmey Park: The Pool wheelchair has been approved Dianc will pick it up, however it
may not be able to be stored at the pool as the pool is the responsibility aof the Katel” Diane
will speak with the Rec Dept about possible location, The signage has also been sent cut
and Joannc will remind Tara to follow up with Jamic abour installation. Commission was
informed that at their meeting. the Salety Committee approved placement a1 Whitney Park.
i. Schofarships: (Tara, Joony, Chris) This format doss not appear to be an option currently to be a
part of fundraising. Options/funds can be provided through Commission budget an individually
approved request
ili. Disabifity Commission Policies: {Joannc. Jenny, Dianc} No new changes
c. Memorial Picric Table Dedication: Joanne will reach out 1o Beverly Barry™s daughters reganding their
availability to attend. The final date is scheduled for Saturday October 25 2025, 10:00-12:00. Joanne will
remind Tara to reach out o Jamie to make sure DPW wil! open the gate. Advertising, invitations {wo town
members, Assessors office and community) and refreshments will be discussed at the Scpternber mecting.
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4. Trash Bim Accessibility: Commission recerved an cmail from a 73-yceur-old, disabled community member
that neither he nor his wife was abie 10 navigaie the large trash and recycle bins, Diane shared thisis a
complaint that she has heard fom others as well. Chrs reached out Lo the town DPW and will also follow
up with USA Trash removal providers. i11e will aiso contact James Cruenette (Seleciman Liaison) to
assass how accommesdations (possible smaller barvel) might be provided. Discussion oocurred as
supporting the individual in fling a formal complaint should there not be a reasconable resolution.

b. Island Pond Cemetery: Tamara shared that there were no curb cuts available to access her father’s burial
stie and had 10 travel some distance away o pel onto the gruss area. Joanne will reach oul 1o Jim and
Mike to see if the town cemetery was part of the town accessibility assessment and how other cemeteries
accommodate #cccss

¢. ADA Web Coordinator: Amy Kuriz scnt out an cmail regarding part of the ADA Sclf Evaluation Report
10 create an AlYA Coordinator Webpage. Brinany (in the wwm office) is available 1o assist with this.
They would like some of it W reflect the webpage Chris previously developed. Chris will reach put 10
Brittney and Joanne will forward digital copics of the Commission Grievance Procedurces and sodclines.

d. Ladlow Health Fair: Chris and Tara will host a table at the upcoming Health Fair on 9/6/23.

e. Way Finders: Wayfinders offered a virtua! PowerPoint prescmation however the members felt an in-
persan would be far more beneficial. Chris will reach out to have a representative attend the October or
MNovember mochng.

A mation o adjourn was made by Diane Shea Walton, seconded by Beverly Dudley, Vote 5-0 in favor. Meeting

adjourncd at 7:03 p.m. The next meeting date: 5S¢ ber 25, 20 : #1, First Floor
Coaference Rovm.
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Jougoe Odato-Staeb, Secretary
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