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Ludlow Commisslon on Disability
Minirtes of meeting held on September 25, 2025
Presant: Absent:
Christopher Harking, Chairperson Harry Milis, Member
Joanne Odato-Stasb, Secretary Beverly Dudiey, Member

Tarz Bronner, Vice Chairperson
Dians Shes Walton, Treasurer
Tamars Huntiey, Member
Jannifer Wright, Member

. Called 1o Order: 6:12 P.M. Role Call and Signature Attendance Shect shared.
LI Review and Accept Minntes; 1Yiane Shea Walton motioncd to accept, Tamara | luntley, seconded, 4-0 in favor,
Jennifer Wright sod Tara Bronner abstained.
L BydgetFxpenye Sheet:
a. Budget Starus: Diane submitied {or $32 reimburscment.
b. Future Purchases: Tara Bronner motioned to allocate $500.00 for the purchase of goods and
supplicsiclassroom materials, (possibly sensory items for students) for Fast Sweet School Spevial
Fducation program. Dianc Shea Walton scconded. 6-0 in favor. Vara and Jenny will contact the school
committce and Department of Fducativn gboul the provision of items. Tara will contact the litrary 1o
discuss securing sensory wols for the Children's arca. possibly setring up a I'riendship date for un cvent at
the library.
v, F¥ 2026 Goals:
i. Chris reached out to the Sclectboard 1o amempt to address the issue with formalizing a rclationship
with the identified ADA Coordination, BJ Church, To date. he has not beard back.

ii. Mike Kenpedy and James Mazik have offered 1o attend a1 least virtually 10 a Commission
mceeting. James asked if we could set up an earlier time il he ws to attend in person. Joanne will
reach out to Mare Strange to gel fecdback on the Asscssment that was completad.

iti. 1 Live Here™ highlighting individuals with disabilities residing in Ludiow, Posting an article
menthly. also during idisability Awareness months (July and October). Jenny with assistance
from Tamara will secure information the frst individual

tv. Sclf-defense class for individuals with disability through the Tackwondo program in Ludiow.
Joanne will continue W work on scheduling this option.

v, Cominunity our-rcach: Tamara and Diane will work on and invesliguie getling information aboul
cvenis being hosted in Lodlow {iown wide events) prior to the events in order support increascd
swaurencss of accessibility. Is there @ “Town Calendar™? (i.e. Pancake breakfast, (hristmas tree
lighting/Santa) Dizne will reach out to Linda Collette of Celebrate Ludbow for more information.

V. Old Businesw'Corrcypondeace:
a. Subcommittees: To be revisited on membership and responsibilities
i Town dceessibility and Services: (Harry, Tamara and Beverly)
1. Whitncy Park: DPW picked up the Pool wheelchair and brought it to the Rec oflice at
Whitney for storage until next summer season. Commission was informed that at theic



meeting. Gie Safety Committee appruved signage placement at Whimey Park. Deb bas Ieft
the position at the Rec department and Paul has taken on that role. Diane will reach out to
Paul about the items.

2. Trush Bins: DPW will be getting smaller bins (35 gallon) take will be offered to
individuals that request and demonstraze a need  Chris informed the community member
and will post em the Facebouk and Forum page that individuals will need to reach out o
DPW for the smaller bin. Chns will also share on social media pages.

3. Istand Pond Cemetery: Jim and Mike did include the own cemer=ry as part of the own
accessibility asscssment, They stuted that it is not feasible 1o make the interior of
cemeteties fully accessible with walkways, paths, ezc. but specific obstructions should be
deult with on 8 cuse-by-case basiy. There was curbing a1t Island Pond which restricted
acoess 10 some benches as well as no level areas for wheelchairs which were identified,

. Divabiltty Commission Policies: (Joannc, Jenny, Dianc}

1. ADA Web Chris reached out to Brittney regarding the ADA Web page that Amy was
reyuesting. Chris will [ollow up with Brtiney and Amy,

1. MOD/CAM Traiming: Tamara complcted both days. Beverly was only able to access the
Larst day of taimng. Tamaru reported the trinmg was often difficulty o foliow {very
rechnical), presented at a fast pace, and was very visuallv represented (drawing on the
screen) making it a challenge for individuals with visual irmpairments.

iii. Scholarskips: {Taa, Jermy. Chris) No new changes

b. Memorial Picnic Table Dedication: The cvent will be held on Saturday 10425 from 10:00-12:00. Diane
will secure refreshmenis from Tandem Bagei. and Joanne will get a cake from Costeo as well as a fruit
way. Both of Beverly Barry's daughters said they could attend. Chris will post with the Ludlow Registrar
angd Joanne will send a notice 10 Amy and Kim at the Town office to invite meenbers. Tara will confirm
with DPW to have access to an open gatc as well as the Ree Center in casc of bad weather. Chris and
Jenny will bring the Commission tent. table, chairs ctc.

c. Health Fair: Creal picture of Cheis representing the Commission posted in the Registrar. Both Chris and
Tama were ablc to make connections with others to promols the presence of the Ludlow Commission on
Disability,

V. New Business:

a. Timely Communications: Joarme shared in the process of supporting Beverly 10 access the MOD/CAM
training, she found oul thal many of the emails being sent out were going into Beverly’s Spam folder.
Jomnne asked that when cach of the members sends out an clectronic communication. to just acknowledge
the acceprance and the infonmation. In this way, commumication can be confirmed

b. Veterans Food Bank: Joanne was informed that there have been several events where elders waiting in
line on very hot days for access to the Food Bank, have passcd out from the heat, Joanne was also (old
that the velerans had benches and un awning but have not been able (o get it installed. Joanne will reach
out direetly to Eric Segundo regarding this concem and if the Commission can be of anv support.

€. Meeting Room Access: Unforunately, the Meeting Room #1 door was Jocked and not accessible for the
scheduled meeting time. Members searched the 1own office building for the custodian bt could not
locate him, thercfore the meeting was beld in the second floor Emplovee lunchroom. Joanne will reach
oul lo Amy {0 determine how to respond in the future should this issue be presentad again.

d. Wayfinder's: Chris will reach out to have a representative atend the November meeting.

A motion 1o sdjourn was made by Diane Shea Walton, saconded by Tamara Huntley, Vote 6-0 in favor. Meeting
adjourned at 7:15 p.m. The next meeting dute: Ogtober 23, 2025, 6:00 PM _Town Halt, Room #1, First Floor

Conference Room.
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