TOWN OF LUDLOW, MASSACHUSETTS - RECE|ypp,

COMMISSION ON DISABILITY TOwN o rx N OEF' Fick

CHAIRPERSON: CHRISTOPHER HARKINS ADA CW TOR: B4

CHURCH ALY RET
EMAIL: Dis.Comm.Ludiowifigmail.com EMAIL: Buildmg@iugiow ma.us o
TTY: (4$13) 583-5688 TELEPHONE: (413) 583-5600

Ludiow Commission on Disability

Minutes of meseting hald on May 22, 2025

Prasent: Absent:
Christopher Harkins. Chalrperson Harry Mills, Member
Tara Bronner, Vics Chairperson
Diane Shea Walton, Treasurer
Joarne Odato-Staeb, Secrotary Guest: Riane Flavin, Representative Big Y Foods. Ludiow

Tamara Huntley, Member
Beverly Dudley, Member
Jennifer Wright, Momber

I, Called te Order: 6:(1 P. M. Role Cal! and Signature Ailendance Sheet shared.

{l. Review and Acceptr Minutes: Beverly Dudley motioned to aceept. Pamara Huntley. seconded, Jennifer Wright
and DHane Shes Waiton abstained. 540 in favor,

Hi.Budget/Expepse Sheet:

a. Budger Statuy: Diane shared the final cpdaie of what was spent last fiscal vear ax well a5 the amount
approved for ke current fiscal vear. he current balance s $4055.28 romaining.

b. Funadraising: Vilks Rosc rostaursnl for a fundraiser dinner is scheduled for June 117wt 5230, Some
Commissien members will arend as a group. [Xane and Beserly have prior commitments and may not be
able to attend for the 5:30 slart. Tara reached out 10 Kathy Green (Friends of the Scniors) 1 389-16%4
kareend3dd-gul.eprs), for 503-3B non-prodit funding option to determine if the funds generated cun b
heid by the Commission to start 2 Scholarship fiznd. Yara 33 ro? contident that would be in place prier w
the Junc 11® date which may require the dinner 1 be postponed. Diane and Beverly will reach ous o the
Lvoms club to see if they might be able to assist with hosting the Junids on behalf of the Commission. This
will need o be done as soun 4y possible Lo support prometing the cvent.

¢. Ludlow Memorial Day Parade Tag & Craft Sale: Vamara and Chris presented  wable o promote the
Commission on Disability. Although the attendance was small, several people visited the table, Tamara
will submir receipts o Diane for the 1sbic rental space as weil as for copying of marerials w pass along
indlividuals intervsted. $16.00 in donations were given at the event Diane will hold those funds as
detecmination is mude {or the 503-3B.

d. Portable Walkways: Joanne measured the walking space nesdad ar Memosial Park. 87.5 feet is ome lang
and al minirmumn (based on prior ¢vents al the park) 3 laoes plus two or three 19-foot cross ovets, would
he needed. This msy be cost prohibited based on the actuad usage. Tara will seck possible grant funding
as an option.

€. Riverwalk Bench: |amara brought up an issue with the limited seuling availabic at the River Walk site,
cspecially after the Compass | [ealth facility. She discussed recent situations involving individuais
needing o sit more frequenty and it the Commission could purchase a hench {or two for Riverwalk and
possibly something for the Ludlow Rescrvoir. Jer will reach out to the Ludlow DPW as wcll as the
Springtield Water Department to determine the process to secure additional bench seating options.
Joanne Odato-Stach made a modon to allocate $1.500 of the Commmussion’s current budget 1o purchase
ihese options. Diane Shea Walton seconded. 7-0 1n favor,



f. Whitney Park Signage: Joanne shared several opt:ons for “handicap drop off” signage w be placed
inside the gale 21 Whitney Park. She discussed 1his option with Debbie Gutles rom the Park sl
Recreation and it was agreed that if the Safery Comminee approved the placement, then she would apree
for a drop off only, so an individual could access the new handicap picnic mhble but no inside-gate
parking. Taru Bronoer made @ motton to allocate $75.0¢ n funds to purchasc the signage. Jennifer Wright
seeonded. 7-0 o favor.

2. Handicap Parking warning stickers: (Chnis will bring the slickers W the June mecting.

1V.0Qld Busin yrrespyundence:

a. MOD Training:

i, Chris and Jenny have completsl the 1wo duys o' CAM iruining and received their cortificates.
Beverly 2nd Tamara are scheduled for the Sapt 187 and 23% sessions. Unforiunately, Harry was
unable o aend the second day of the raining due 10 iiness. Other members have work
scheduling eontlicts and will not be able to anend the options offered this vear. Once Beverly and
Tamara atrend. it will be a tatal of 5 (Joanne is previously certified) members which offers a sotid
toundation of the information

b. Subcommittess:

i Town Accessibility. (Harry., Temara and Beverdy |

1. Grange Building: Diane share that the Grange is interested in using only the first floor of
the Crrange and will commiz to making sure 1he sie is accessible as well as the bathrooms
on the first {loor, They will not be addressing any ssucs of accessibility with the sccond-
floor bathrooms as they will not be using anything on thar level. Richard Moll. from the
Crrange, will be upplying lor o grant 1o payv lor upgrding the bathroom {or scuessibility.

2. Whimey Park: foanne met with Debbie Gares ar Whitey Park 10 see the installation of the
new picmic tble (it louks greatly Debbie i in support of the Commission having «
dedicazion ceremonyv howcever the day may be an issuc if it is on the weckend as the front
aate is notopen. Lhe DPW has a key. but they don’t work on the weekend either. Joanne
will reach out to Marg Strange tor thoughts on how o address secess, o additon o the
acw table. Joanne and Debbic discussed access to the park at other locations as well as the
Joho Thompsan Pool. Debbie said the pool s under the stale although the iown supparts
access. The pool is tolally aceessible with a il as well as a gradual ramp in the water if
sOmeons were Lo remain m a wheelchair, Inanne will reach out to Debbie 10 see i there is
& wateT gecesy wheelchuir gvailuble. Turn Bronper made @ motion 1o use Commission
funds to purchase a chair 1o provide a diffcrent access for community members to usc the
pool, Famara seconded 740 in favor. The Commission discussed promaoting all of the new
dccessibility options (once complcted) for Whitney Park on social mediz us well as the
rezigeer to passibly coincide with the 1%icnic dedication caremony. lara will follow-up
with the Safcty Committee regardmg Whitney Park signage, Jenny will check about other

options for access with the DPW.

3. Voler Accessthility: Kim Baptista asked Joanne to share imformation aboul Accessibly
Vote by Mail Ballots it an individua! has Jilliculty w mark o paper bullon,. Go to
Mass.(Gov and fype in Accesstble Vote by Mail Ballot. Check the box at the bottom of the
ondine applivation to get an Avcessibly Vote by Mail Balion I allows [or a 1vpe-writien
signature,

4. ADA Coordinator: Chris loliowed up with Mare Strange ahout BI s availability to the
Commission to discuss accessibility concerns. This coutinucs to be an issuc as BJ has not
respondad to repeated attempts o contact.

&, Joanne provided Chris with the Assisied Listening Device [rom the Senior Center for
members andior others 1o use.

ii. Scholarships: (Tagu, Jenny, Chris) See updates under Iundraising.

iti. Disability Comunission Palicies (Jozanc. Jeony, Diane), The Sclectmen approved new
arnendmenis and updales copiss were provided o each member electronically as weil as pranl
copies are made available,
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¥, New Business:

& Membher Updates Convmission menbership:

i Ome voting member slot is still open. An applicant expressed interest 1o aitend the May mecting.
but did rin show up. Chris will reach nul o her 1o see if there is continued inlerest. In addition,
‘wo other individuals regched out via email. however, have pot responded 10 continued imierest.
ii. Harry Mills shaned (through Tara) that the medicul chullenpes he is curremly CXPLTICECing 15
fimiting ks abiliny to participute and be an active member of the Commission. | e will be
sibrmnitiing 2 formal rexignation with the Selectmen. 1ianc Shea Walton made a motion 1o
purchase 3 prepared meals from the Deluny store te send to | lamy 1o assest hins during this
difticult medica! challenge Reverly Dudley seconded. 7-0 in fivor
b Memorial Picic Table Dedication: See ahove Whiltncy Park update
€. Big ¥ Accesyibility: Riane Flavin i representative from Big Y atended the Commission meeting. She
shared the information they have had an influx of cars being taken from their properny and being loft at
the Ludlow Housing Authority, which has a self-made patk to access Big Y trom the Housing Authority.
When they were made aware of the situation they placed hollands in the patk 1o prevent this. hut now &
persol: With & wheelchur cannot get through. Amy Kurts has also informed the ADA Courdinator,
Fadlow Housing Authority and representatives Safety Comminee who represent the Police & Fire
Departments to see i’ (hey have any addrtional inpur The Commission was able 10 discuss the pathway
issue with Riang. There are eoneerns, alsc. that this pathway. azthough supports many of the individuals
whe Hive m the housing units and 1s 4 much shorter dceess 1o the store. ends oo an open Jot that is wsed
by the distribation and deliversy trucks. making i

SGunsale. [ s unclear how this pathway came aboul and
does st appear ko be something that was created 1o be 2 shorter handicap scuess 1o the store. Tt does
require further assessment, expecially by BJ. Riane was also poing to atend the own Planning
Coammitice 1o discuss the issue farther. Chris andtor Tara will follow up with the Planning Committes.
Upon reeeiviog the inflis] complaint from Karen klimeh. the ADA Commission ¢ hairpesson. Christopher
Harkins. assisted with filing a formal accessibility compluim 1S Depanmens of Justice Civil Righis

Division, io addross the issue, Chris will aiso follow back up with Karen 1o share Big Y's commitment 1o
supporting accessibility and (o discuss their scrions offorts W address 1he pativay issuc.

4. File Cabinet: Thanks so much to Amy Kurlz! The Commission's file cabine is nuw acecssible for use.

Floor Conference Room.

R

A motion to adjourn was madc by Fara i3ronner, seconded by Beverly Dudiev. Vote 7-0 in fuvor. Meeting adjourned at
7:15 prn. PLEASE NOTE The next mecting date: June 26, 2025, 6:00 PM_Town Hall, Room #], in the First

ectfully snbmirted,

PPV Y

[N
Jogdne Odaty-Stach, Secretary
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