]""lr:.-w to {: reate a Rain Gan en

Designing and planting a rain garden is
much like creating any other perennial
garden, with a few unique differences.

-

The garden must be located wheare runoff
can be diverted into it, at least 10 fest away
from bBuilding foundations and septic sys-
tams.

& shallow, saucer-shaped depression is cre-
ated in the gardan to hold rain as it soaks in.
The garden should b about 20-30% of the
area from which it is recaiving runoff.

Soil replacement and additional preparaticns
are sometimes nesded for success. A oood
soil mix for rain gardens is 50-60% sand,
20-30% topsaoil, and 20-30% compost,

Species of perennial plants and shrubs na-
tive to our region are recommendsd, as they
are adapted to local conditions and will not
nesd extra cara once they are established,
Flant flood tolerant species n the center and
drought tolerant ones around the edges.
Berry-bearing and nectar-producing plants
attract and nourish wildlife.

& mulch of shredded hardwood is an integral
part of your rain garden. It keeps the soil
maist and ready to seak up rain, and makes
your garden low-maintenance.

Did You Know? The averoge home roof is 1,300
square feet and generates 837 paflons of renoff during
a single [ rainfall event.

Rain Garden Resources

Mew England Wilkdflower Sociaty:

hittpcifwaw . newls. org/publications-and-rescurces/rain-

gardens.himl

URI| Healthy Landscapes:
wwrw.ur.edufce’healthylandzcapes/raingarden.him

University of Connecticut Extension Service:
wiww_sustainability. ueon.adufpaliraingardanbrach. paf

Matural Resources Consarvation Service:

wiww 2 mres. Lsda govifeaturesitaingardens. htmi

Gojng Gmcn with Stm'rn Watcr:
Kain Ga rdens

i) '*_l ass Al ._r'l- jbon

Broad Meadow Brook Conservation Center
And Wildlife Sanctuary
414 Massasoelt Road
Worcestar, MA 01604

Fhiane: S08-T53-6087
Fax: 508-755-0144
www massaudubon.org

This brochure is partia'll:.r funded by an EPA
Healfthy Cammunities Grans
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What is a Rain (Garden?
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Plant List:

Shrubs:

Sweet Pepperbush
Degwood
Shamrock Inkberry
Winterberry
Gro-Low Sumac
Lowbush Blueberry
Highbush Blueberry
Drwarf Fothergilla
Slender Deuczia
Porentilla

The Rain Gardcn at Pyroad M:ad'aw
Brock C onservation (Center

Perennials:
Drwarf Ascer
Swamp Milloweed
Joe Pye Weed
Coneflower
Blazing Star
Beebalm
Blackeyed Susan
Crested |ris
Feamflower
Yarrow

Sea Crats

The rain garden captures roof runoff frem three down
spours. and a rain barrel captures the fourth, Ve use
warer from the rain barrel to irrigate when necess

We chase a variety of native planes that previde color and interest throughout the growing seasen. They praduce
nectar and berrles to attrace wildlife such as butterflies, hummingbieds, cedar warxwings and winter rabins.

Mass Audubon s a lead partner in the B e River
ion (BRC) and the Campaign for a Fishable/
Swimmable Blackstone River by 2015, All TEg.
tar’s waterways, If daw Brook, are head-
warer tributrie o further implement

ted runcff and
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